The diagnosis of airway obstruction in children.
Airway obstruction in children has many causes. Although vascular rings may have early onset of symptoms there was considerable delay in establishing the correct diagnosis. Barium swallow is diagnostic. Other tests, such as angiocardiography, bronchoscopy, bronchography, and lung scan are usually unnecessary. Pulmonary sling is a less common cause of vascular obstruction. Barium swallow showing anterior indentation at the level of the pulmonary hilum is diagnostic. Cysts and tumors are other causes of severe airway obstruction. The diagnostic and operative problems in three patients are discussed as examples. It is concluded that barium swallow is the most important single investigation in the evaluation of airway obstruction.